
 

 

Home Care Alliance 
2010 House Budget Priorities 
 
Amendment #135 
Home Health Rate Reimbursement filed by Representative Joseph Driscoll 

o $7 million ($3.5 million with federal match) 
 

� Rates of payment for home health services have been frozen since 2007; and effective 
December 1 of 2008, MassHealth created a new payment structure that further reduced 
the rate for home health nursing visits past 60 days of care by 20 percent. This budget 
language seeks to restore the MassHealth rate so that patients with the most severe 
conditions can have their care continued and remain independent at home. 

 
� At present, visiting nurse/home health agencies that provide services to MassHealth 

patients who need care longer than 60 days are being paid less than half of what the 
average nursing visit costs.   

 
� This proposal does not ask for any increase to other home health rates, but merely 

returns the home health nursing visit rate to the level set in 2007 making it consistent 
before and after 60 days of care. 

 
� There is no difference between the care provided on days 1-60 and after the arbitrary 

60th day, but the rate of payment is nearly $20 less per visit. Those who require care 
longer have chronic illnesses that put them most at risk for hospital or nursing home 
care, and are therefore most in need of the very care that keeps that from happeneing. 

 
� 44% of all skilled nursing visits to MassHealth home health recipients take place after 

60 days. 
 
Amendment #289 
Establishing a Telehealth Demonstration Project filed by Representative Alice Wolf 

o $200,000 
 

� This budget language establishes a telehealth demonstration project for 100 patients for 
one year (See chart below). Philips Telehealth has agreed to lease the necessary 
equipment. 

 
� Project will promote the cost-saving and quality benefits of home monitoring 

technology for patients who have required or will require care of high frequency or long 
duration.  

 
� Telehealth patients are proven to experience fewer ER visits, hospital admissions/re-

admissions, and nursing home admissions while increasing the patients’ self-
management and understanding of their condition 

 

 

  Cost per patient 

# of 

Patients 

Length of pilot 

(months) 

Cost for the 

year 

Philips Healthcare $90.00 100 12 $108,000.00 

Home Healthcare Provider $76.00 100 12 $91,200.00 

Total Cost to Implement Pilot  $199,200.00 


